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Viewer Role

All users who have access to WFDSS have at 
least the following privileges: 
• View incident information for all WFDSS incidents and 

groups, such as;
�data layers maps

�weather forecasts

� fire danger graphs

�Strategic Objectives

• View completed analyses and reports, such as; 
�Basic Fire Behavior

�Short Term Fire Behavior

�FSPro analysis runs

�RAVAR

• Viewers have online viewing access only, there will be 
no print privileges, data entry access or editing.
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Login into WFDSS – My Home Page Tab

When VIEWERS login into the WFDSS for the first time to My Home Page, this is 

the screen they will see.  On this screen, VIEWERS can update Contact 
Information, Password Request Privileges, set System Preference and view 

Address.
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My Home Page Tab – Contact Information

On this screen, VIEWERS can update Contact Information.
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My Home Page Tab – Password

On this screen, VIEWERS can update Password.
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My Home Page Tab – Privileges

On this screen, VIEWERS can Request Privileges.  Please fill out the justification to 

facilitate your privilege promotion.  Geographic Editors will grant privilege 
promotions.  User Roles are defined on the WFDSS home page under the About 

WFDSS section.
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My Home Page Tab – System Preferences

On this screen, VIEWERS can set System Preference.
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My Home Page Tab – Address Book

On this screen, VIEWERS can view Address.  For this reason, VIEWER privileges 

are only granted to individuals with government e-mail accounts that need access to 
the system.
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Login into WFDSS – Go to INCIDENT Tab

When VIEWERS login into the WFDSS and click on the Incident tab, this is the 

screen they will see.  On this screen, VIEWERS can sort the Incident List by any of 
the columns.
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Define Temporary Incident Filter

When VIEWERS click the TEMPORARY INCIDENT FILTER link, they can then 

choose which incidents that appear in the list.  

Users should first click CLEAR.  Then users can set their filter options.  To choose 

incidents by GA, Incident Name or Incident Author; the users simply finds what they 
want in the list, highlights the selection, then clicks the arrow button to add their 

selections to the screen to the right of the list.  When all selections are made, the 

user click APPLY.
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Permanently Define Incident Filter

Users can create permanent incident filters by clicking on the DEFINE INCIDENT 

FILETER link.  First users should click CLEAR.  Then enter a name for the 
permanent filter and set the criteria as described previously.
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Incident Filter Display Preferences

Users can set display preferences for each of the Incident List Filters that they have 

in their profile.  Users can also sort the incident lists for specific List Filters by using 
the INCIDENT DISPLAY PREFERENCES LINK. Users choose the link, and then 

change the preferences of sort the list by any of the 6 columns in the incident list.  

They can also choose to sort  in ascending/descending order and/or change the 

number of incidents displayed per page.  Once the choices are set, the user clicks 

SAVE.  The next time they login into WFDSS, their new preferences will show up for 
the Incident List Filter that was modified. 
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Other Links on the Incident List

The only link left is SHOW INTELLIGENCE MAP FOR THESE INCIDENTS. Once a 

VIEWER toggles a radio button (the round circle on the left hand side of the incident 
list), they need to click the VIEW INFORMATION button.
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Data Management Tab

When that link is clicked, the user is moved to the Data Management Tab. 

VIEWERS will also be able to view FMU codes under the DATA MANGEMENT tab.  
They will not be able to modify data.
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Data Management Tab

When that link is clicked, the user is moved to the Data Management Tab. 

VIEWERS will be able to see Strategic Objectives entered into WFDSS under the 
DATA MANGEMENT tab.  They will not be able to modify data.
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Analyses Tab – Basic and  Short Term  
Fire Behavior

When that link is clicked, the user is moved to the Analyses Tab.  The Analyses List 

will appears for the select units – these can only be viewed
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Analyses Tab - Report

When that link is clicked, the user is moved to the Analyses Tab.  The Analyses 

Report can only be viewed

.
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Analysis List Preferences

Analysis List Preferences is different than the Incident List Preferences.  Users can 

now define display preferences for the filter options for the Analysis List.  These 
filters are different than the Incident List.  
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Analyses Tab – FSPro and RAVAR

Next to the INCIDENT tab is the ANALYSES tab.  The VIEWER can view only 

analyses that have a STATUS that reads COMPLETED.  Analyses included fire 
behavior outputs from applications within the WFDSS software and economic 

modeling outputs.  Users have the same options to set Temporary Filters, Define 

New Filters, and Set List preferences.

VIEWERS can view results by toggling a radio button on the left next to a completed 

analysis that they want to view.  The user then clicks the VIEW RESULTS button.



20

View FSPro and RAVAR Analysis List

VIEWERS can view several things for COMPLETED FSPro analyses.  VIEWERS 

can access the Information that went into a FSPro analysis.  They can also View 
Results and View Report.  As mentioned earlier, VIEWERS can not modify any 

information within WFDSS.  The STATUS of the analyses must read COMPLETE 

before a VIEWER can view any of the content.
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View RAVAR Results

RAVAR analysis results are downloadable WORD documents and Adobe Acrobat 

Maps.  Users simply click the radio button next the file they want to download; then 
click the DOWNLOAD Button.
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View RAVAR Word Document

Sample RAVAR Product
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View RAVAR Report

Example of VIEW REPORT for a RAVAR analysis.
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General FSPro Information

VIEW INFORMATION button on a FSPro analysis takes VIEWERS to the input 

screens for a completed FSPro analysis.  VIEWERS can look through the menu 
items on the left hand side of the screen.
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View FSPro Results

The VIEW RESULTS button takes VIEWERS the results of the FSPro analysis.  

Users can pan and zoom in on the results.
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View FSPro Report

Clicking the VIEW REPORT button for a FSPro analysis takes the VIEWER to a 

report that summarizes the input for that completed FSPro analysis.
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Generate Analysis List KML

Clicking the GENERATE ANALYSIS LIST KML link will allow VIEWERS and other 

users to download a KML file of all the COMPLETED runs for viewing in GOOGLE 
Earth.
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Google Earth KML

KML output allows users to view FSPro output and fire perimeters.
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Rejected Analyses

VIEWERS can only view the inputs of REJECTED analysis.
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Intelligence Tab – Menu Sub Tubs

When that link is clicked, the user is moved to the INTELLIGENCE Tab.  The map 

that appears shows all incidents from the list that are in the users geographic area 
that was specified in their profile.  Users can edit their profile. INTELLIGENCE tab 

allows VIEWERS to view many of the same features as the SITUATION tab.  Other 

user roles can do more with the INTELLIGENCE tab.
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Intelligence Tab – Preferences

The INTELLIGENCE PREFERENCES link allows VIEWERS and other users to 

modify the map view in their profiles.  Some users may not want to open up to their 
entire geographic area.  They may want to narrow their map view to their home unit.  

This page allows those changes.
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Intelligence Tab – Related Links

INTELLIGENCE RELATED LINKS allows VIEWERS  to view Weather and Fire 

Related Links as well as Links to the Geographic Area Coordination Centers. 
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Intelligence Tab – National ERC-G

Still under construction!
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Intelligence Tab – Filters

When VIEWERS click the DEFINE INCIDENT FILTER link, they can then choose 

which incidents that appear in the list.  

Users should first click CLEAR.  Then users can set their filter options.  To choose 

incidents by GA, Incident Name or Incident Author; the users simply finds what they 
want in the list, highlights the selection, then clicks the arrow button to add their 

selections to the screen to the right of the list.  When all selections are made, the 

user click APPLY.
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Intelligence Tab – Map Sub Tabs

The VIEWER can see under the Intelligence MAP tab, which has the INCIDENT 

FILTER and LAYERS.  
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Intelligence Tab – Fire History

VIEWERS can also click the links for various fire history layers.  
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Intelligence Tab – Designated Areas

VIEWERS can also click the links for DESIGNATED AREA to view the Land and 

Resource Areas, such as Wilderness, Wildlife Areas, etc. 
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Intelligence Tab – Land Owners

VIEWERS can also click the links for LAND OWNERS to view the land status. 
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Intelligence Tab – 4 Base Layers (Maps)

WFDSS Topos Google Physical

TerraServer ToposGoogle Maps

Example of the various base maps.
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Intelligence Tab – Info Sub Tabs

The VIEWER can see under the Intelligence INFO tab has WEATHER FORECAST, 

VALUES INVENTORY, FIRE DANGER, AND STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES.
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Intelligence Tab – Information Button

When VIEWERS click on the MODEL tab on the left hand side of the screen, than 

can now activate the “i” information button on the top toolbar.  This will allow 
VIEWERS to make a temporary mark on the map.  From this point they will be 

provided with LANDFIRE data for the point.  It is located on the lower left portion of 

the screen.  VIEWERS can also click the links for WEATHER FORECAST, 

VALUES INVENTORY and FIRE DANGER.  The outputs for these links are on the 

3, following slides.
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Intelligence Tab – Weather Forecast

VIEWERS can also click the links for WEATHER FORECAST. 
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Intelligence Tab – Values Inventory

The VIEWER can see Values Inventory for the temporary point.  As more spatial 

data is available, the list will be longer.
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Intelligence Tab – Fire Danger

The VIEWER can see the Fire Danger is shown as the ERC-G graph for the closets 

RAWS (remote automated weather station).  Output is similar to FireFamily+ 
application outputs.
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Intelligence Tab – Strategic Objectives

VIEWERS can also click the links for STRATEGIC OJECTIVES to view them by 

FMU’s. 
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Other Buttons on the Incident List

There are three active buttons above the incident list.  The VIEW INFORMATION 

button takes users to the INFORMATION submenu tab under INCIDENTS tab.  The 
ASSESS SITUATION button takes users to the SITUATION submenu tab under 

INCIDENTS tab. The VIEW ANALYSES button moves the user to the Analyses tab 

in the top row.
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Continuing with the Submenu for 
Incidents – INFORMATION Tab

Under the INCIDENT TAB, the VIEWER can access the submenu tabs: 

Information, Situation, Objectives, Courses of Action, Validation, Decisions, 
Evaluation, Reports.

Under the INFORMATION tab, VIEWERS can see the information that is relevant to 
the fire reports.
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Situation Tab

The SITUATION tab allows users to view a map of the incident.  VIEWERS have 

several options to get to this screen.  The VIEWER has the same features of the 
ASSESS SITUATION  tab and the  SITUATION tab.



49

Situation – Examples

• Weather Forecast

• Values Inventory

• Fire Danger

• Strategic Objectives

• Land Owners

From the SITUATION Tab 
you can obtain the same 
information displayed in 
the INTELLIGENCE Tab.

Planning Unit

Designated Areas

When VIEWERS click on the MODEL tab on the left hand side of the screen, than 

can now activate the “i” information button on the top toolbar.  This will allow 
VIEWERS to make a temporary mark on the map.  From this point they will be 

provided with LANDFIRE data for the point.  It is located on the lower left portion of 

the screen.  VIEWERS can also click the links for WEATHER FORECAST, 

VALUES INVENTORY and FIRE DANGER.  The outputs for these links are on the 

3, following slides.

Under the SITUATION tab, users can add overlays and change the base layer of 

the map.  There is a tool bar that allows users to zoom in and out on the map, pan, 
query, and measure distance.  The drawing tools are currently available, however, 

VIEWERS are not allowed to modify inputs into the WFDSS system.



50

Objectives Tab

VIEWERS will be able to view INCIDENT and MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

associated with this Incident under this tab.
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Objectives – FMU Listing

VIEWERS will be able to view which FMU’s are associated with the Incident under 

this tab.
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Courses of Action Tab

VIEWERS will be able to view the status of the COURSE OF ACTIONS under this 

tab.
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Validation Tab

VIEWERS will be able to view the status of the VALIDATION under this tab.
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Decisions Tab

VIEWERS will be able to view select the COMPLETED DECISION document under 

this tab
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Decision – Sub Parts

VIEWERS will be able to view COMPLETED DECISION document by 

anyone of the sub sections in the under this tab.
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Decision - History

VIEWERS will be able to view COMPLETED DECISION history under 

this tab.
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View The Decision

VIEWERS will be able to view COMPLETED DECISION document 

under this tab.
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Periodic Assessment Tab

VIEWERS will be able to view the status of the PERIODIC ASSESSMENTS under 

this tab.



59

Reports Tab

VIEWERS will be able to view COMPLETED reports under this tab.
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Reports – View Document

Example of a part of one Report.
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• http://wfdss.usgs.gov

• Request your user 
account now!!

Where to find WFDSSWhere to find WFDSSWhere to find WFDSSWhere to find WFDSSWhere to find WFDSSWhere to find WFDSSWhere to find WFDSSWhere to find WFDSS
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Questions

QuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestions


